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Fingerpicking Solos

- This section of the book contains fingerpicking blues solos. These solos are written in three different styles:

those which have a steady bass, those which have an alternating bass, and those which have a boogie woogie
(or boogie) bass. In these fingerpicking styles, the right thumb plays the bass notes (strings 6, 5, and 4), and
the right-hand fingers play the melody (usually on strings 1, 2, and 3).

In a “steady-bass” style, the thumb plays the same bass note (which has the same name as the chord for that
measure) on each beat of the measure. The fingers play at the same time, or between the thumb strokes. This

style of soloing was commonly used by early blues guitarists.

The following exercise will help prepare you 1o play the solos which have a steady bass. In all of the solos
in this section of the book, the notes (or numbers) written with the stems going down are to be played with
the thumb. The notes (or numbers) written with the stems going up are to be played with the fingers
(generally, the first and second fingers of the right hand). The choice of which finger to use is up to you. Do
not use the little finger. If you do not know the meaning of a notation, refer to the “Definitions” section at
the beginning of this book.

All of the notes in the following exercise are played with the right-hand thumb.
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Unless otherwise indicated, all of the fingerpicking solos in this section of the book should be played
using the shuffle (or swing) rthythm ( n-= -n) rather than even eighth notes.

Practice the next few solos in which the thumb plays a steady bass. Remember, the notes with the stems going
down are to be played with the thumb, and the notes with the stems going up are to be played with the fingers.



Fingerstyle Studies

Q
-
-
£h
o
UV =
& \
=5 [ N- i
O
=
= o N
£ =
-~
g |
=P o 11
@ OSHN
.,J_MV 1]
no~EN
2.5 il
S YR et
W
I..
&
O
2
=

5 L
\J

[«
N ___I|G
N1
A -
N mn— m
BIEIH o
1l
.n(.l <
| | |e
v )
5
PA
S

19—

j| -

Jouiw Y jo Aoy

&UV »

S L
N V = ——
nT\
™ v
o
N n— mMA
<
—_— m— m S
11
‘-
> - - EE G )
nU.v

s ]
J

—
4

ANV

J
=

T ¢l b

ke _1! pL N & o —
i - v=CN
e IR VARNDN
]ﬁu " [lmvdlﬂ.‘;vn.o —
-+
= v=CN T
\ | . \ )
_ 14' D
|| ©—
= T
N
Mhﬁ _'| h.;.ql (< = il IR
—|L N ol
(=]
rﬂ N
[ ) o
f oo}
Mid R oo [N{—
R o
:ﬂa " ﬂ m
SN —o (o
O | [T il
de W




G/B

—— e &
g oo 3 _ D
| Y N{— S _ ~ m P
i . 1| o— M ,,“ _ “” m @
2 3 wfsle
TR v il L] | r QL %) - IRIAE — @
\ ) Aw SedeP s T|
_‘I q o _ By D -
_ o
s b T o @
| P N | ©
i ow i 3,H— = 713 : SNEN 5 ' Ma,fn_o
e N EZuil mwm
L s
(e @ o o b T
BN %
L 5 e —o[1| @ i

7
—
0
3
s P
L —
ml
3—13

o (<=}

B~ @ 9 SRR — () —
N | T —t | N
)

ﬂ} Coda

Key of A minor
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